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PARENT NEWSLETTER 

November 2020 

 

 

UPCOMING NOVEMBER EVENTS 

 4, 2:30PM Early Dismissal; 2:40PM Staff Meeting 

 13, 12:50PM Early Dismissal, 1:00PM Teacher Work Day 

 18 - END OF TRIMESTER 1 

 18, 2:30PM Early Dismissal, 2:40PM Teacher Collaboration Meeting 

 20 – NO SCHOOL, Trimester Break 

 25, 12:00PM Early Dismissal – NO LUNCH, Thanksgiving Break 

 26-27, NO SCHOOL, Thanksgiving Break 

 

 

Freeman Academy students are organizing a "stuff" drive for the Bethany 

Food Pantry to bless families in our Freeman community. Junior high students 

recently collaborated with Kindergarten students to plan the event and create 

posters to put up around the school.  

 

We are asking that students in the grades listed below bring the following items to 

the collection bins in the Link or 1st Floor in the AD Building by Monday, 

November 23: 

 

 Grade  

 K-3 lotion & sanitizer 

 4-6 toilet paper & baby wipes 

 7-8 shampoo & bars of soap 

 9 toothpaste & tooth brushes 

 10 paper towels & tissues 

 11 gloves, hats & scarves 

 12 diapers 
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There is an urgent need for the following Basketball Coaches. If you are 

interested in leading these young students, please contact Billy Beseman 

at 218-457-0035 or bbeseman@freemanacademy.org. The following are 

paid positions: 

 

 2 coaches for the JH boys 

 1 coach for the 4-6 Grade Boys 

 1 coach for the 4-6 Grade Girls 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a recent Chapel presentation, the 

Grades 1-3 students surprised Shane 

Vetch / Modern Woodmen for the 

many years of support to the school. 

In a unique moment of role reversal, 

Shane was recognized as Freeman 

Academy’s “Hometown Hero” and 

given a special canvas wall hanging 

to say thank you for the opportunities 

that have been afforded for 

sponsorships, grants, and matching 

funds opportunities. A huge thanks 

to Shane, his assistant Shelinda, and to Modern Woodmen for the positive impact 

they’ve made on the students at Freeman Academy! 

  

mailto:bbeseman@freemanacademy.org
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MIDDLE SCHOOL ALL-STATE BAND 

Several students in grades six, seven, and eight are busy taping auditions for the 

SD Middle School All-State Band. Auditions need to be finished by December 8. 

HIGH SCHOOL ALL-STATE BAND 

Students in grades 9-12 who are interested in trying out for HS All-State Band 

should be currently working on scales and a solo. Etudes that need to be prepared 

will be posted by November 10. Auditions are currently set for mid-January. 

YULETIDE – December 10 & 11 (Thursday and Friday) 

At the time of this writing, plans are being discussed on how to proceed with 

Yuletide in a safe and enjoyable way. Masks will be required for all attendees and 

performers. A meal will not be served and seating will be limited to family 

members. We are exploring ways to make our performances available via online 

platforms. As soon as plans are finalized, details will be shared and a letter will be 

sent to the parents. 

Keeping our students safe is our highest priority and we will continue to monitor 

COVID situations. We understand this may affect how we proceed, so stay tuned! 

Donna Ries & Amy Hofer Vetch 
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Oral Interpretation 

As with all other activities and events, COVID-19 has 

drastically altered the 2020 Oral Interpretation 

season.  The SDHSAA voted to hold all District, 

Region, and State Competitions online.  The District 

team and individual events will be recorded, uploaded 

to an unlisted YouTube channel, with a link sent to the State.  The State will then 

have the assigned judges evaluate the presentations.  Duets and Reader’s Theater 

will be recorded in ZOOM, with each performer in a separate room.  

In the past 3 years, we added a couple of local tournaments to our season, but the 

early tournaments have been experiencing technical difficulties, and many have 

been postponed.  Once I get the District team prepared and recordings uploaded, I 

will be working with the rest of the team to prepare pieces for recorded 

competitions in mid- to late November. 

The students representing Freeman Academy on our District team are:  

Reader’s Theater: Ben Anderson, Tyler Brockmueller, Gabe Miller 

Duet: Angelyn Allison & Alyssa Fink 

Serious Prose: Laura Ilunga 

Non-Original Oratory: Samuela Ndongosieme 

Poetry: Emmy Niemann 

Storytelling: Alyssa Fink 

Humorous: Angelyn Allison 

Mr. Anderson read 

“Escargot” in a French 

accent to the Grades 1-

3rd grade class. Ooo-La-

La! 

Mr. Anderson had the 

Kindergarten kids in 

stitches with his reading 

of The Book With No 

Pictures by B.J. Novak. 
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The other members of our team are: Jessica Paschal, Stephany Cortes, Madelyn 

Anderson, Jada Buse, Sieta Wiersma, Estelle Waltner, & Piper VanNingen 

Thank you for your thoughts and prayers as we navigate through a new type of 

season.  The students are naturally disappointed to not be performing live, so your 

encouragement is a gift.  We are looking at options for doing a local performance 

at the end of the season in December, so that FA friends and family can see the 

students’ hard work. 

Michelle Fink, Oral Interpretation Coach 

 

 

 

  

Congratulations to Christian and 

Chloe Kelly for their participation 

in the 1-3 Summer Reading 

Challenge, sponsored by Shane 

Vetch / Modern Woodmen.  For 

their three months of reading 

practice they both earned special 

classroom certificates, the 

opportunity to be an Honorary 

Bearcat at a high school athletic 

event, and a gift card to Barnes 

and Noble.  As the top reader, 

Christian was also awarded a 

Lego Build Book and an Olaf Lego 

set.  Special thanks to Shane 

Vetch and Modern Woodmen for 

partnering together in an effort 

to bolster student achievement in 

Reading! 
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October 20, 2020 

 

Dear Freeman Academy friends, 

Many of you know Noah went home from school last week due to his brother Zach testing 

positive for Covid-19.  Noah and the rest of our household were tested immediately thereafter.  

We were all negative.  We are incredibly grateful and happy to report, no one in our family is sick.  

However, this is exactly what creates a problem for schools.   

We want to share our experience in case you find yourself in a similar predicament. 

We don’t know where Zach contracted the virus.  No one close to us is sick.  Zach has allergy 

symptoms.  Like a lot of farm kids, he spends his free time outside of school and football in our 

dusty fields, likely contributing to his congestion. 

Last week, I scheduled a virtual doctor appointment for him thinking he may have a sinus 

infection.  He was already feeling better at that point, so it seemed excessive.  The doctor was 

indifferent as to whether or not to test him for Covid-19.  He had no fever and very few 

symptoms.  However, she said the symptoms of Covid-19 are “basically anything except 100% 

well”, so if we really want to know whether he has it, we can request the test.  I requested the 

test.  No luck!  The results came back positive. 

In the end, we are extremely grateful Zach was tested to protect at-risk family and friends.  The 

only way to know whether a cold or stomach ache is Covid-19 is to test.  Unfortunately, there is 

disincentive where school and sports participation are concerned, so many will choose not to 

test.  And no one wants to be that kid, including Zach!  It wasn’t his choice; it was mine.  It is truly 

up to parents to decide whether to test.  This an opportunity for parents to assist the school in 

stopping the spread of Covid-19.  

Stay healthy and safe. 

Heather and Shawn Hofer   

 

 A note from Head of School, Nathan Epp.  I really appreciate Heather and Shawn’s 

willingness to share their experience with everyone.  We continue to take the health and 

safety of our students and staff seriously and we will continue to follow the recommended 

guidelines.  We do realize that it is and will be impossible to keep everyone completely 

safe from Covid but it is our desire to keep the school open for as long as possible.  This 

requires open and honest communication between the school and families.  I have 

appreciated the support from everyone so far. 
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 Elementary Matching Raffle Highlights Shared Through Chapel Pictures: 

 

 $1,509 was raised. An 

additional $1,000 was matched 

by Shane Vetch / Modern 

Woodmen and given to the 

Salem Home Building Project. 

(pic 1) 

 

 4-6 students officially presented “pretty pallets” to Freeman Academy 

(Nathan Epp), Salem Home (Shirley Knodel), and Modern Woodmen 

(Shane Vetch) that the 1-6 students had designed in Mr. Mason’s Art 

classes. (pic 2) 

 

 Shirley Knodel was interviewed by the 1-3 

students about her job as the Salem Home 

administrator and her faith journey throughout 

life. (pic 3) 

 

 Raffle 

ticket drawn 

and the winner of the fourth “pretty 

pallet” was Christian Ortman, a 6th grader 

that had used his own money to donate to 

this fundraising effort.  Check out the post 

to the Freeman Academy Facebook Page 

where you can see the recording of the 

drawing 

through live 

video feed! (pic 4) 

 

 Many thanks to all who played a part in this 

1-6 Elementary Service Project!  
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Reminder: 

Spirit Gear 

       Sale Ends 

       Oct. 31 
 

Order Online at 
Website - https://dakotasportsonline.com/  then click Web Stores  

Direct Link - https://dakotasportsonline.chipply.com/freemanacademy2020/ 

 

Shirts with your activity: 

Specific Sports  Drama Music 

 

Or the 2020 Theme: Persevere 
Same shirt style and fit as the “Speak Life” shirt from last year. Now with the new theme on back. 

Click on each image to see what options are available. 
 

 

 

https://dakotasportsonline.com/
https://dakotasportsonline.chipply.com/freemanacademy2020/
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CROSS COUNTRY 
 

The Freeman Academy/Marion Bearcat cross country 

runners took part in the regional cross country race held on 

October 14 in Platte.  The boys ran away with their 6th region 

title in the past 8 years.  Winning the race with ease by 44 

seconds in a time of 17:33 was senior Titus Roesler, who has 

claimed 6 victories this season.  Tavin Schroeder (9th) was 

3rd, followed by brother Thalen (11th) in 11th, Tim Epp (11th) 

in 18th and 8th grader Finley McConniel placing 31st. 

 

Jada Koerner (10th), placing 3rd in a time of 21:07, was the 

lone Bearcat lady state qualifier.  Sonora Meyers (9th) was 22nd, senior Kristen Weiman was 35th, and Hadley 

Luke (9th) placed 37th. 

 

On to Rapid City 

 

The state cross country meet was held on October 24th in cold and snowy conditions.  120 girls toed the line at 

9:30 a.m.  With snow falling and temps in the mid-20s. Jada had the race of her life, moving up from 8th to 3rd 

where she crossed the finish line in 20:08. 

 

The Bearcat boys all started conservatively and moved up many places to an eventual state runner-up 

finish.  Titus led the way finishing his final high school 5000m in 4th place with a time of 17:17.  Tavin was 48 

seconds behind and captured the 12th place medal, followed by Thalen and Tim in 52nd and 55th place, 

respectively.  Finley was 95th.  There were 124 boys competing.  Due to COVID 19, there was no formal 

awards ceremony. 

 

Last year the same group of boys placed 3rd in the region and 5th at the state meet.  This is the ninth consecutive 

year the Bearcats (and formerly Bobcats) have placed in the top 6—the only team in the state to do so in the 

same time period.  Four of the past 6 years have been runner-up finishes.  Congratulations to all of our cross 

country team members for a remarkable season!  

 

Coach Suzanne Koerner 

 

 


