
 

Faith-inspired 

learning for 

life. 

 

Freeman Academy 

infuses Christ’s call in-

to all learning through 

Anabaptist principles. 

We seek to stimulate 

students to think  

critically and inte-

grate knowledge with 

faith, service, artistic  

expression and  

practical experience. 

Freeman Academy 

cultivates the unique 

God-given gifts of all 

students in a safe, 

caring and creative 

community. 

 

www.freemanacademy.org 

Freeman Academy Farmland 

– a Legacy of Success  

By Vernetta Waltner 

Since 1946 Freeman Academy has acquired 

several pieces of farmland through outright 

purchase or donation. These acres have 

been utilized, rented or cultivated for the 

benefit of both Freeman Jr. College and 

Freeman Academy and are a significant 

part of our endowment. Currently, Myles 

Brockmueller oversees operation of all the 

farms, manages the Northwest and North-

east farms and markets any grain that is 

harvested from the fields. He is assisted by 

Joey Graber, Lee Brockmueller, David Gra-

ber, Kevin Waltner and Mike Miller. 

 

The South College Farm, located south-

west of the Prairie Arboretum, was the first 

40 acres to be purchased. Plans were to ex-

pand the college’s agriculture program and 

make this a “working farm” where students 

provided labor and learned skills while also 

providing the school with milk, cream, 

eggs, pork, chickens and beef. This endeav-

or was discontinued sometime in the 1950s, 

but the farmhouse continued to provide fac-

ulty housing until the 1970s when most 

buildings were taken down.  

In 1984, when the college initiated a Heavy 

Construction Equipment Operator (HCEO) 

program, a new building was constructed 

there. After the college closed in 1986, the 

building and 6-10 acres was sold to Jeff 

Mulder for his business and now belongs 

to Randy Koerner and is home to Koerner 

Construction. 

 

Beginning in 1979, Norman and Darlene 

Hofer volunteered to plant and harvest the 

South College Farm for the benefit of the 

school – donating time, seed, fertilizer and 

machinery – and did so until 2007. Pres-

ently, Kevin and Amy Waltner continue to 

farm these 25 acres (which includes the old 

church league ball diamond) in the same 

manner. 

In 1948, the school received 160 acres val-

ued at $16,000 as a “Christmas present” 

from Dr. Isaac and Katie Tieszen. It is lo-

cated in section ten of Grand View Town-

ship in Hutchinson County, Northwest of 

Freeman. In 1954 William P. Tieszen do-

nated 160 acres that is located Northeast of 

Freeman in section eight of Rosefield 

Township in Turner County. For many 

years, the school leased the farm land to 

local farmers on a share basis. 

Waldo Kaufman, FJC Public Relations/
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Optimism in the FA Board Room    

by Sherilyn Ortman, Board Chair 
 

In recent months the board room has been abuzz with several exciting discus-

sions. Common to all of them is a sense of optimism and a growth mindset for the 

future; we believe that God continues to have a plan for Freeman Academy! Below 

are three topics that may be of special interest to readers. 

 

Early childhood education – We are explor ing the possibility of adding 

daycare, preschool and/or kindergarten to our program as early as this fall. We be-

lieve these additional programs could 1) provide a much-needed service to the great-

er Freeman area; 2) encourage families to partner with FA from Day 1 of their 

child’s educational journey; and 3) help us maximize use of existing facilities in sup-

port of our mission: educating in a “safe, caring and creative community.” A seven-

member task force is hard at work to determine the viability of this project and will 

present its recommendations to the board later this spring. 

 

Variable tuition – In response to research among similar  schools and 

feedback from our own parents and stakeholders, this fall we are introducing varia-

ble tuition. Our goal with variable tuition is to grow enrollment by making FA af-

fordable for more families. This new model presents families not with a single, one-

size-fits-all price tag for tuition, but a range that better acknowledges their individual 

circumstances. So how does it work? A neutral third party reviews a family’s finan-

cial documents and calculates a recommended contribution. The remainder of tuition 

is met through our own internal financial aid funds and supporting gifts. The more 

we can grow our own financial aid endowment, the more effective variable tuition 

will be in assisting families while maintaining our level of excellence in program-

ming and personnel. If you are interested in donating toward our financial aid en-

dowment, or to learn more about variable tuition, please contact Nathan Epp, 

Lynnelle Allison or Vernetta Waltner. 

 

Facilities – Within the last year  we have worked extensively with Archi-

tecture, Inc. of Sioux Falls to help us answer several questions related to our physical 

campus. A facilities audit revealed the most pressing needs in our four oldest campus 

buildings: Music Hall, Administration Building, Pioneer Hall and Frontier Hall. The 

firm also put together a very rough cost estimate and floor plan for a newly-

constructed single-story educational building that would bring all educational space 

under one roof. Over the next several months the board will use all of this infor-

mation to generate a master plan for our facilities that is both responsible and reflec-

tive of our future needs and goals. 

 

 

SD-ACDA Jr. High Honor choir  Ribs at the Ranch 

Coming Events 

 
Leap Forward in Faith 

March 1 

 

Schmeckfest 

March 29-30, April 5-6 

 

Graduation 

May 18 

 

Alumni Reunion 

June 29 

Ribs at the 

Ranch……..June 29 

 



vanceEd review team gave 

Freeman Academy high ratings 

and shared these thoughts at the 

end of the review: “Freeman 

Academy is a gem!” “My chil-

dren would attend here if we 

lived in this community!” 

Those of us who were blessed 

to be able to attend school in a 

community of faith and excel-

lence know how it impacted our 

lives. 

One way to participate is to 

commit $10 per month for 12 

months (10x12). While $120 

may not seem like it could 

make a difference, it can when 

multiplied by many partici-

pants.  Small, regular, monthly 

gifts sent via your credit card 

or bank account can amount 

to more than you imagine.  

Another way to multiply your 

gift is to check whether your 

employer has a matching grant 

program.   

The time is NOW for all of us 

to join together to raise $60,000 

for Freeman Academy. Giving 

Day, March 1, is not far away!  

Watch for Facebook and email 

updates throughout the day!  

Make a gift online at 

www.freemanacademy.org any-

time, or call 605-925-4237 from 

7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. CST. We 

can’t wait to hear from all of 

you! 

Are you ready??  It’s almost 

time to make that “leap of 

faith” to move FA forward!  

3.1.18 

——————————— 

Alumni Classes of ’44, ’49, 

’54, ’59 and ’64 – Friday, 

June 28, 2019 Dinner  

A sit-down dinner is planned 

for 6:00 p.m. in Freeman for 

members and spouses of these 

honored classes. Please watch 

for an invitation that will be 

coming in the mail that gives 

more details. If you are part of 

one of these classes and DO NOT 

receive an invitation, please con-

tact Vernetta Waltner at Freeman 

Academy. 

———————————–—- 

Freeman Academy 

Ranked #1 by 

NICHE.COM 

 

In December 2018, national 

school ranking website, 

Niche.com, announced that 

Freeman Academy is the #1 

private high school in South 

Dakota in 2019. That ranking 

takes into consideration state 

testing like South Dakota’s 

Smarter Balance tests. 

 

Smarter Balance scores show 

the strength of FA’s elemen-

tary program. In Language 

Arts, 75% of FA students in 

grades 3-8 were at or above the 

state proficiency level while 

the state average is 52.9%. In 

math, 74% of FA students in 

grades 3-8 were at or above the 

state proficiency level while 

the state average is 46.3%. 

South Dakota public school 

data is found at: https://

doe.sd.gov/reportcard/.  

 

Alumni Reunion      

June 29, 2019 

Join classmates and 

friends at the annual 

FJC/FA Alumni Reunion 

on Saturday, June 29 

during Ribs and MORE 

at the Ranch! We want to 

continue the tradition of 

reuniting ALL classes 

celebrating a special an-

niversary year – this year 

it is the classes graduat-

ing with a “4” or “9” as 

in 1939, 1944, etc. all the 

way to 2019! 

The event is held outdoors 

in the boulevard and dress 

is casual. Come out to en-

joy an informal evening of 

fellowship and food with 

classmates! As this is also 

a community event, we 

suggest gathering early to 

reserve a table for your 

class.  Food is served from 

4:30-7:30 p.m.  

Are you anxious to see 

classmates? We are look-

ing for representatives in 

the respective classes to aid 

in communicating plans for 

this opportunity to re-

connect and fellowship on 

the Freeman Academy 

campus. If you are willing 

to act as that person, please 

contact Vernetta Waltner.   

We encourage individuals 

or groups attending to con-

sider sharing music for the 

festivities. Please contact 

Vernetta Waltner at 

vwaltner@freemanacadem

y.org or 605-925-4237, ext. 

235.  It would be extra fun 

to re-create some of the 

musical groups that per-

formed during your high 

school or college years!  

 

tee members, LaVerne Gra-

ber and Jonathan Mendel, 

came up with the idea to ask 

local seed dealers for dona-

tions of seed and local farm-

ers to donate their equip-

ment and time to farm the 

NE quarter in 1968. Ex-

penses for fertilizer and 

chemical were paid by the 

school. The school board of 

directors was skeptical, but 

agreed to the plan.  The 

model proved successful and 

a year later, Jonathan Men-

del headed up volunteers for 

the NW quarter in the same 

manner.  

This move benefited the 

school with additional funds 

for operation due to the gra-

cious donations including 

time, labor and equipment 

from constituents and local 

agriculture retailers and con-

tinues to this day. Another 

part of farm income for FA 

comes as we custom-farm a 

field South of town that is 

owned by Keith and Sharon 

Waltner. This field is man-

aged by Lee Brockmueller 

and assisted by David Gra-

ber. Recent farm revenue 

has generated approximately 

$125,000 for the annual 

budget and offsets $1500-

$2000 of tuition for each 

student annually.  
This real estate provides an 

advantageous diversity to 

the school’s endowment.  

Recently, the Freeman 

Academy Board of Directors 

has identified farm manage-

ment as part of the school’s 

strategic plan and formed a 

task force to look for new 

opportunities and to study 

how to best use our farm-

land. 

No matter how the land is 

utilized in the future, we 

need to remember the signif-

icant role that it has played 

in the history AND future of 

Freeman Academy. It is our 

heritage as a people and a 

community. Farmland and 

Freeman Academy both pro-

vide wonderful opportunities 

to serve Christ.  
——————————— 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEAP FORWARD IN 

FAITH WITH FREEMAN 

ACADEMY – March 1, 

2019! 
Take Note! Join Freeman 

Academy online, by phone or 

through mail as we “leap for-

ward in faith!” One day with 

one purpose – to encourage all 

alumni, former staff, friends 

and family to give a gift on our 

secure website, to call us for a 

visit and to make a pledge, or 

to mail a check to make a gift 

for the school’s financial 

needs.    Our goal is to raise 

$60,000 in 24 hours! 

How is this possible?  

We need each and every one 

of you to consider a gift on 

3.1.19.   
Did you know that Freeman 

Academy was rated the #1 

school in South Dakota by 

Niche.com, a national rating 

company? Last year’s Ad-

 

 

Schmeckfest Workers  

Needed 

Have you signed up to 

work at Schmeckfest?   
Freeman Academy’s ma-

jor fundraising event will 

be held on March 29-30 

and April 5-6.  We depend 

on FA students, staff, par-

ents, alumni and the larger 

Freeman community to 

ensure a successful, en-

joyable festival! 

 

The Auxiliary welcomes 

all alumni and friends to 

take part in the satisfac-

tion of working together 

for the common cause of 

Christian education!   

Gather together a few 

classmates and their 

spouses to work at the 

same task.  Opportunities 

are available in the kitch-

en, waiting on tables or 

helping in demonstrations.  

Late volunteers are al-

ways needed due to last-

minute conflicts for 

those already scheduled.  
Contact Debra 

Schmeichel, 605-648-

3430 or 

ssag@goldenwest.org, or 

Vernetta Waltner, 605-

321-7351 or 

vwaltner@freemanacade

my.org, for more infor-

mation or to volunteer 

your time.  
 

Pioneer Circle  

Update 
Since beginning the Pio-

neer Circle initiative in 

February 2017, we have 

raised over $130,000 for 

Freeman Academy’s 

general fund!  The goal 

of this circle of support is 

to turn individual gener-

osity into collective ener-

gy which will provide 

consistent financial sup-

port for the school.  Be-

ginning in 2019, we are 

expanding the scope of 

the circle to include gen-

eral fund, current tuition 

assistance, general en-

dowment, AND financial 

aid endowment. We in-

vite any of our alumni 

and friends to consider 

joining this group as we 

unite to make a differ-

ence for the students and 

staff at Freeman Acade-

my. Contact Vernetta 

Waltner at 

vwaltner@freemanacade

my.org or 605-925-4237, 

ext. 235 for more infor-

mation. 

—————————— 

Sterling Hall Update 
We are done paying in-

terest and all gifts desig-

nated for Sterling Hall 

will go to pay off the no-

interest loan, which 

stands at $80,000 as of 

December 31, 2018. 

Prayerfully consider how 

you might contribute to 

this fund. Praise the Lord 

for all those who have 

given gifts to get us to 

this point! 

 

Importance of Anabaptist Christian Education   

 
      by Dr. Brad Anderson, HS Bible & Social Studies and 

Assistant Head of School.  

 

Why do we at Freeman Academy think an  

Anabaptist-animated, Christian education is so  

important in the twenty-first century? Perhaps clearing 

up misconceptions will help us more clearly see our 

commitments.  

 

First, it is NOT because we think the world is a place of ongoing threat 

where we need to cloister our children for their own safety. The world is 

God’s good creation, and while it is marred by sin, as God’s creation, it is 

still a place of wonder and beauty that has been redeemed by Christ and will 

one day again fully display God’s perfection. This world is worth learning 

about. 

 

Second, it is NOT because Christian education is by nature academically 

superior. We have to work hard as teachers and students to foster  

academic excellence at FA, and while we give thanks for any successes, we 

know it takes the same level of commitment, focus, and sheer grit as it 

would anywhere else. That’s why we are accredited by the largest K-12  

accreditation agency in the US: we must continuously improve. 

 

Third, it is NOT because we think public education is poor. I am a graduate 

of public education at several levels. Public education serves an incredibly 

important purpose in a democratic society, and we have no interest in  

seeing it hindered or slandered. Public education is our ally. 

 

And yet, while Anabaptist Christians affirm an institutional separation of 

church and state, including in public education, many Americans have  

interpreted this to mean faith and learning must likewise be separate. In a 

modern era in which we’re so used to compartmentalizing our family, 

school, work, church, social and political lives, Christians learn from our 

faith that we have, in fact, only one life. All of those different areas are 

 integrated and interrelated. As such, we believe we cannot flourish as 

Christians or learners if we artificially separate those essential aspects of  

being human. And isn’t human flourishing what education is all about? 
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