
 

Faith-inspired 

learning for 

life. 

 

Freeman Academy 

infuses Christ’s call in-

to all learning through 

Anabaptist principles. 

We seek to stimulate 

students to think  

critically and inte-

grate knowledge with 

faith, service, artistic  

expression and  

practical experience. 

Freeman Academy 

cultivates the unique 

God-given gifts of all 

students in a safe, 

caring and creative 

community. 

 

www.freemanacademy.org 

Big Opportunities, Look Beyond, 
Move Forward, No Limits: 

Henry G. Taygar aka  
Ryan Haggerty! 

By Vernetta Waltner 
 

Over the past few years, I’ve had the privi-
lege to visit with alumni and hear stories of 
their time on the FJC and Freeman Acade-
my campus. The common thread I have 
found was that FJC and FA provided big 
opportunities and gave them encourage-
ment to follow their dreams and accomplish 
their goals.  
Freeman Academy graduate Ryan Hagger-

ty, FA 2016, is no exception.  Ryan attends 

Goshen College in Goshen, Indiana major-

ing in engineering physics and runs on the 

cross country and track teams. He spent the 

months of January-April 2018 fulfilling his 

Study Service Term assignment in Peru. 

During that time, he completed a science 

fiction novel, Academy Bloodstone, Alphas 

Book I, that was published and printed by 

Amazon. He gave a signed copy to the 

Freeman Academy library. He also spent 

time transcribing some music from the in-

digenous people of Peru. 

I was impressed with the details given to 
characters and setting, while still moving 
the storyline along to keep me interested. I 
would encourage others to find a copy on 
Amazon or stop by the Freeman Academy 
library to check it out. Oh yes – his pen 
name is Henry G. Taygar! Enjoy this ren-

dering of our long-distance, email 
“conversation!” 
Vernetta:  How long have you been writ-

ing stories – of any length or style? 

Ryan: That depends. I’ve been writing 
academically for years now, and that really 
helped to hone my general writing skills. 
It’s also given me ample time to hone my 
own style of writing. Otherwise, it’s been a 
long time since I’ve done any creative 
writing on my own time. I used to borrow 
the clunky old desktop computer and write 
out my own short fiction stories. I couldn’t 
have been more than twelve at the time. I 
wonder if we still have those. I should 
look. 
Vernetta:  Your  mom told me that she 
still has a manila envelope with the comic 
strips that you drew during middle school 
years.  Your classmates were characters 
who had super powers and were fighting 
villains! Please name a few of those char-
acters and their super powers.  Why did 
you choose certain super powers? 

Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. 

Romans 12:10
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Wax Museum – Final Project of Grant Award  
By Lynelle Hofer 

 
Last Spring, Grades 4-6 teacher Lynelle Hofer was intrigued to learn of a grant for 
place-based learning in rural classrooms. The Grants in Place program, funded by 
Rural Schools Collaborative and Dakota Resources, provides teachers with funding 
to conduct projects that focus on the connections between classroom and communi-
ty. Hofer submitted a grant proposal for her students to use resources throughout the 
region to learn about the earliest groups of people in the Freeman Community and 
Southeast South Dakota Region, after which students would present their findings to 
the Freeman Community. 
After receiving word over the summer that the classroom had been awarded $1000 in 
grant funding, Hofer and her students kicked off the learning process early in the 
school year. Students began using Heritage Hall Museum and Archives as well as 
internet sources to research a variety of topics pertaining to Native American and 
early settler groups in the area. They enjoyed expanding their learning through field 
trips to the Mitchell Prehistoric Indian Village and the Menno Power Show. Students 
also drew on learning from a field trip to Good Earth State Park that had been con-
ducted the previous spring. By the end of September, they were working hard to 
draft and perfect presentations on various topics of their choosing. 
 
As the grades 4-6  worked, students in grades 1-3, with teacher Karla Rupp, were 
also hard at work on their own contribution to the project. The younger students 
made plans to prepare refreshments for the community members attending the 
presentation. They researched recipes for food the early settlers might have eaten and 
used math to calculate what it would take to prepare those recipes. They harvested 
potatoes from the school garden and took a field trip to Berrybrook Organic Farm 
just east of Freeman to get eggs for the potato salad. They also took a trip to the 
Freeman Shopping Center to purchase other needed ingredients, and spent time 
working hard to prepare the food. Finally, they created a display to demonstrate their 
learning process to the community members. 
 
On the evening of October 25, the grades 4-6 students donned costumes from Ein-
stein’s Costume Shop in Mitchell, SD and carried their carefully typed presentations 

to their assigned spots throughout the museum. Guests arrived and tour groups began 
to form. Every fifteen minutes, a new group of guests was led through the museum 
to listen to the students’ presentations, given in “wax museum” format. Guests fol-

lowed dotted lines to guide them through the museum and pressed an imaginary but-
ton on each child’s hand as a signal to begin the presentations. Presentation topics 
ranged from the function of a blacksmith shop to Native American homes to trans-

portation used by early settlers to the many ways in which Native Americans used 
bison. At the end of the tour, guests walked over to the Arboretum Visitor Center to 
enjoy the snacks prepared by the 1st-3rd grade class.  

Overall, more than 100 adults and children from the community attended the presen-

tations. Hofer was thrilled with the results, and hopes 
to conduct a similar project in years to come. 

  

 

Jayson Allison, Lexi Gomez-

Hofer, Simon Wiersema  

Ukulele class taught by Amy Hofer Vetch. 
Ukuleles made possible by Modern Woodmen 

of America representative, Shane Vetch. 
Grades 1-3 Display 

Ryan Haggarty 

New board members 

Class costumes for  

wax museum 
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based on. But they did teach me 
to play the instrument, which 
was very rewarding. 
Vernetta:  Do you think that 
the indigenous music could or 
will be performed at Goshen or 
some other  
venue?   
Ryan:  On the music: It's possi-
ble that the music could be per-
formed at Goshen. The wom-
en's choir focuses especially on 
world music, and it would fall 
right into that category. I don't 
know that it will be though. The 
music was designed to dance to, 
not to be listened to. It's not 
really conducive to a concert 
atmosphere. Also, I haven't 
shared it with any of the music 
teachers in Goshen.  
Vernetta:  What kinds of in-

struments were used? Was 

dance part of their music? 

Ryan:  They had typical per -
cussion instruments like drums 
and shakers, but their main 
wind instrument was the 
sampoña.  It’s a pan flute that 
can be large or small, and they 
were made by the village musi-
cian. He was the one who gifted 
me my flute and taught me to 
play.  
They had a very simple dance 
for many of their songs, which 
consisted of partners moving 
around a central area. Some of 
the variations got more compli-
cated, and most of them I never 
attempted, as they were out of 
my range of skill. 
Vernetta:  How did Freeman 
Academy influence you? 
Ryan: Freeman Academy 

taught me that you have no lim-

its. I had no reason not to try 

any of these things because I’d 

already pushed myself to try 

anything and everything. Obvi-

ously, I also owe much of my 

creative arts background to FA, 

but there’s more to it than that. 

I was taught to look beyond, to 

not settle, to keep moving for-

ward. My Christian faith, al-

board room, our decision-
making as a board is enriched 
and strengthened all the more 
when we hear from you—our 
stakeholders. 
That is why our strategic plan 
includes intentional efforts to 
gain your feedback on several 
important issues as we con-
template what Freeman Acad-
emy will look like in the next 
3-30 years. Throughout the 
school year, we plan to host a 
series of town hall meetings 
for any and all constituents. 
These conversations are de-
signed to be *short (no more 
than 45 minutes); *focused 
(one topic that we'll announce 
beforehand); 
convenient (we'll schedule 
them immediately before or 
after other popular school 
events to save you an extra 
trip).  Our first town hall took 
place prior to the annual cor-
poration meeting and dealt 
with facility issues. More than 
40 people showed up to offer 
their ideas and observations to 
ask probing questions, and to 
listen to each other. I know I 
gained some new insights, and 
these additional thoughts from 
Cathy suggest that perhaps I 
wasn't alone:  
I often come to a meeting 
thinking I have my mind made-
up about a topic. But then I 
listen to the varying opinions 
shared in the room and am 
surprised that I have changed 
my mind after hearing the top-
ic from other angles. In the 
end, I believe, we all realize 
we are united by our passion 
for Freeman Academy. 
Indeed. I hope your own pas-
sion for Freeman Academy 
will compel you to join the 
conversations we host this 
year. When we engage these 
discussions together with hon-
esty and respect, not only do 
we shape decision-making for 
the future of our school; we 
also strengthen the community 
that will sustain that future.  

ways an integral part of my life, 

was enriched at Freeman Acade-

my. That is why readers will find 

references to faith and the church 

in my writing. 

————————————— 

Freeman Academy  
Scholarship Winners 2018-19 
We are fortunate to have several 
alumni who set up scholarship 
funds in their estate plans to  
benefit current FA students. Some 
scholarships are earned by com-
pleting essays with specific guide-
lines prescribed by each of the 
donors.  
This year’s winners are Areli Cor-
tes – Sanctity of Life/$250 given 
by Kim and Loralie Kaufman, 
Titus Roesler – Edward and Alma 
Preheim/$600,  Andrea Wollman 
– Gordon and Shirley Brock-
mueller/$1500, and Jaden Thomas 
– Gordon and Shirley Brock-
mueller/$1500.  
Needs-based scholarships are 
awarded privately from other 
funds set up by the Clinton and 
Evelyn Preheim Family, in 
memory of William and Ethel 
Schenk, and in memory of Karla 
Waltner Whisenant, FA’82.  If 
you are interested in establishing 
a similar type of scholarship, 
please contact Vernetta at 
vwaltner@ freemanacademy.org 
or 605-925-4237 for more infor-
mation. 
——————————— 
Alumni Class Gifts 
The Freeman Academy Class of 
’68 gave a total of $4150.00 
which was used to purchase ro-
botics equipment for our science 
and technology classes and fund-
ed band chairs. Gifts from the FA 
Classes of ’53 and ’58 totaled 
$4200.00 and enabled us to pur-
chase band chairs, to pay on Ster-
ling Hall debt, and to install new 
flooring for classrooms. Thanks 
for your gifts to benefit our  
students! 
———————————— 

Sterling Hall Loan  
Updates 
Good progress was made on the 
no-interest loan for the remaining 

Leap Forward in Faith  
Mark your calendars for 
March 1, 2019 – the fourth 
annual Freeman Academy 
Giving Day.  One day with 
one purpose – to encourage 
each other to get online, 
send in a gift, or call us on 
the phone to make a gift for 
the school’s annual budget 
needs. Please consider how 
YOU can help us reach our 
goal of raising $60,000 in 
one day. Watch for more 
information in the February 
issue of the FOCUS! Those 
living outside the Freeman 
community should also 
watch for a postcard in 
your mailbox in February. 
——————————— 

2019 Alumni  
Reunion June 28-29 
Make plans now to at-
tend the FJC/FA Alumni 
Reunion on Saturday, 
June 29, 2019 as part of 
“Ribs and MORE at the 
Ranch.” All classes 
whose graduation year 
ends in a “4” or a “9” are 
encouraged to gather 
during this event.  All 
other alumni are invited 
too! 
Class members graduat-
ing in ’44, ’49, ’54, ’59 
and ’64 will be receiving 
information about a spe-
cial dinner held in their 
honor on Friday, June 
28. More information 
will be available in the 
February Focus. 
Contact Vernetta 

Waltner if you have an 
interest in organizing a 
reunion for YOUR class! 
We want this to be a 

memorable weekend of 
gathering together to 
reminisce! 

 

Ryan:  It doesn' t surpr ise me 
that she still has those. I can't 
remember that far back, but for 
the characters in this novel, 
most of the super powers are 
not super powers at all, just 
results of years and years of 
training. The only true "super 
power" would be the one held 
by Theo. His power is related 
to pocket dimensions. I chose 
that power because it's unique, 
and it's not what you'd typical-
ly think of when you think of 
super powers. 
Vernetta:   What books influ-

enced your writing?   

Ryan:  I have a small collec-
tion of some of my favorite 
fiction books. They include 
titles like Ender’s Game and 
The Mysterious Benedict Soci-
ety. I was also influenced by 
one of my all-time favorite au-
thors, Rick Riordan. I love his 
dry wit and fast pacing he puts 
into all of his material.  
Vernetta:  How did you de-
cide on subject matter or set-
ting? 
Ryan:  I was influenced by a 
lot of what I’ve read in the 
past, because I’ve always won-
dered if I could do it better. I 
don’t know that I succeeded, 
but I certainly tried. The sub-
ject is just something fun for 
me, a way to express myself 
through my imagination. I try 
not to take it too seriously, be-
cause then it loses much of its 
appeal. 
Vernetta:  Was your  setting 

influenced by cross country 

and your Dad’s growing up in 

Nepal? 

Ryan:  Right, so my personal 
experiences definitely influ-
enced the book. It's easier to 
write what you know. I wanted 
one of the settings to be remote 
but expansive, and I knew that 
the Himalayas would fit that 
well. The area is massive but 

sparsely populated, and it's 
beautiful. I've never seen it in 
person, but I've seen plenty of 
pictures. It's definitely on my 
list of places to travel someday. 
Vernetta:  How did you de-
cide where to have this book 
published? 
Ryan:  I decided to have this 
book published independently 
on Amazon because I didn’t 
think it would make it through 
a publishing house, so I decid-
ed to take it into my own 
hands. It was a lot more work 
for me, but in the end it was a 
success, because the book is 
out there. 
Vernetta:  What intrigued you 
to try and write down the mu-
sic during your SST? 
Ryan:  I think the music of 
the Peruvian jungle is beauti-
ful. They still preserve as many 
of their traditions as possible, 
and that includes teaching the 
younger generation the music 
by simply listening and learn-
ing. I come from a culture that 
relies almost entirely on writ-
ten music, and I wanted to see 
if I could combine the two.  
It was important to me because 
the written notes seem more 
permanent. As indigenous peo-
ple are pushed more and more 
into the twenty-first century, 
they become less and less in 
touch with their ancestry. I 
wanted to preserve a small part 
of their culture and present it in 
a way that the rest of the world 
can understand. 
Vernetta:  Was it difficult and 

did you work with folks/

residents there during the pro-

cess? 

Ryan:  It was extremely diffi-
cult. I spent hours upon hours 
listening to recordings of the 
residents playing instruments. 
The most frustrating aspect 
was that the music isn’t rigid 
and structured like what I’m 
used to. It can change and 
move as the leader desires, rep-
resenting the nature found 
around them that the music is 

$100,000 due.  Proceeds from 
Ribs & MORE at the Ranch 
plus other gifts and pledges 
allowed us to repay $20,000 in 
2018! This brings us to a bal-
ance of $80,000. We continue 
to accept gifts for debt reduc-
tion. Please give this your 
prayerful attention. 

———————————— 

Corn Kernels and  
Essential Conversations  
by Sherilyn Ortman 
“C o r n,” writes Keila Ochoa 
in Our Daily Bread, “is the 
staple food in my home coun-
try of Mexico. You can find 
yellow, brown, red, and black 
cobs, even ones with a won-
derful spotted pattern.”  But, 
she explains, despite the fact 
that they taste good — “and 
make excellent tortillas”— 
most city dwellers won't eat 
the spotted cobs. According to 
Ochoa, they mistake  
uniformity for quality. 
Board member Cathy Roesler 
shared this devotional at our 
August meeting. Cathy, who 
just concluded her term, added 
these personal reflections: Di-
versity and difference of opin-
ion is essential for a healthy 
board. The spotted kernels on 
our corn cob represent Men-
nonites and non- Mennonites, 
Freeman natives and trans-
plants, Generation X and Ba-
by Boomers and Millennials, 
female and male, conservative 
and liberal – plus various 
skills, trades, professions and 
talents. When we sit around a 
conference room table and 
engage in good, respectful 
discussion, we make the best 
decisions we can.  This year 
our board is prioritizing con-
versation. So often we (that 
is, people in general) are ei-
ther too busy, too shy, or too 
fearful to talk to each other—
especially if we suspect our 
opinions differ.  
But just as we benefit from 
multiple perspectives in the 

 

 

Technology Gift from 
Tabor College 

 
Freeman Academy is 
grateful for the recent do-
nation of technology 
equipment that was 
“retired” from Tabor Col-
lege!  It helped us upgrade 
our network system to ac-
commodate increased web 
usage due to the introduc-
tion of digital curriculum 
for the 2018-19 school 
year.  Director of Infor-
mation Technology Infra-
structure, Chris Glanzer, 
was instrumental in Free-
man Academy acquiring 
this gift.  We are happy to 
claim him as a Freeman 
Academy alum and thank 
Tabor College for this 
generous donation to ben-
efit our students!   
—————————— 
 
A Victorian Yuletide – 
December 13-14, 2018 at 
6:30 p.m. 

 
Please join us for our an-
nual Christmas dinner and 

concert to be held in a 
transformed Pioneer Hall 
Gym – “A Victorian 

Yuletide.” Students in 
grades 5-12 music classes 
will perform both eve-

nings. Advance tickets 
needed. Information on 
the Freeman Academy 

website and the Freeman 
Courier.  

Additional Gifts in 
Memory of  
Brandon Ries 
 
 Freeman Academy 

recently received addi-
tional gifts for the in-
strument fund from an 
anonymous donor. 

These donations are 
made in memory of 
Brandon Ries, son of 

James (FA’83) and 
Charmaine (FA’85) 
Ries.  Brandon, age 18, 

died unexpectedly 
while running in a 
cross country meet 

near his home in Erie, 
CO on September 16, 
2016.  Brandon’s love 

of music and desire to 
help others inspired the 
donors to contribute to 

the FA instrumental 
department which is in 
need of quality instru-

ments to improve the 
band program.  Previ-
ous purchases were a 

Yamaha Baritone Sax-
ophone and Conn 
French Horn. Addi-

tional instruments pur-
chased from recent do-
nations are a Yamaha 
Concert Bass Drum, a 

Bach Stradivarius C 
Trumpet, and a Fox 
Bassoon.  The instru-

mental department is 
greatly appreciative of 
these fabulous gifts.    

 

 

 

FA Elementary Students Donate to Salem Home Building Project 
by Karla Rupp 

 
The seeds that cultivated the recent FA Elementary $528 donation to the Salem 
Home, were planted last school year, literally and figuratively. 
Last spring, the FA 4-6 students planted pumpkins, gourds, and squash on the 
Gary and Gloria Graber garden plot and harvested them this fall.  Upon comple-
tion of collecting their bounty, they sold the produce at a FA volleyball game.  The 
proceeds from that night yielded exactly $300. 
Last fall, the FA 1-3 students listened to a Chapel presentation on Creation Care 
and decided to make aluminum can-collecting their personal mission in the com-
munity efforts towards recycling.  With the support of Fensel’s Greenhouse and 
the larger FA constituency, the 1-3 students gathered 728 pounds of aluminum and 
exchanged it for $228. 
On Oct. 15th, the FA Elementary students surprised the residents and employees of 

the Salem Home with their fundraising checks.  The aluminum can-collecting will 
continue all year and all proceeds will continue to go toward the Salem Home 
Building Project.  Thank you for supporting the FA Elementary students in their 

fund raising efforts! 

Elementary students present check to  
Salem Home 

Grades 1-3 load cans into trailer 

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Freeman Academy Fall Play – The Amish Project 
 

On November 16 and 17, Freeman Academy performed the play The Amish  
Project.  This serious play is a fictional exploration of a real event that took place 
in Nickel Mines, Pennsylvania on October 2, 2006 when a man walked into an 
Amish one-room schoolhouse and shot 10 girls.   
In recent years, we have all been forced to grapple with the why’s and the how’s of 
multiple school shootings in our country.  Tragically, this has become our new re-
ality.  Jessica Dicky says, “I wrote The Amish Project to meditate on what is good 
in the world, and what good we can bring to each other, even in the wake of  
horror.”  
Director Gwen Ortman’s hope is that the play gave us a better understanding of the 

personal struggles of the people of Nickel Mines who were affected by the shoot-
ing, and at the same time, encourages us to examine our own attitudes toward for-
giveness and grace. 
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