
 

Faith-inspired 

learning for 

life. 

 

Freeman Academy 

infuses Christ’s call in-

to all learning through 

Anabaptist principles. 

We seek to stimulate 

students to think  

critically and inte-

grate knowledge with 

faith, service, artistic  

expression and  

practical experience. 

Freeman Academy 

cultivates the unique 

God-given gifts of all 

students in a safe, 

caring and creative 

community. 

 

www.freemanacademy.org 

“So encourage each other and build each other 

up, just as you are already doing.” 

1 Thessalonians 5:11. 
 

This sounds cliché, but I can’t believe how 

fast this school year has gone!  It seems like 

only yesterday I was working on the address 

for the opening convocation ceremony.  Our 

theme verse for the school year, chosen by 

the senior class, focuses on the importance 

of encouragement.  Here are the top five 

things that I was encouraged by during my 

first year as Head of School at Freeman 

Academy.  These are in no particular order. 

 

Washington DC/MSC Choir Festival trip 

 

It is difficult to fully describe how this event  

impacted me, and I hope impacted the stu- 

dents as well.  This is an example of a  

unique opportunity that we have here at FA.   

I appreciated every aspect of this trip:  the  

Smithsonian Museums, meeting the staffs of  

our elected officials, the tour of the Mall,  

the MSC choir concert, and even the bus  

ride.  The days were packed full of activities 

and it was awesome spending time  

with our students in this way.  Thanks to  

all of our families and constituents who  

made this opportunity possible through  

organizing and participating in the fund 

raisers! 

 

The generosity of the many people that 

support Freeman Academy 

 

I am always humbled by the outpouring of  

support that comes from Freeman  

Academy families and constituents.  This  

support is shown in so many different  

ways.  Support in the form of prayer, vol- 

unteering on campus and through financial  

gifts have always been essential for Free- 

man Academy.  In particular, two financial  

gifts we received this year stand out to me.   

One gift was from the Dr. Lonnie Waltner  

Estate and the second gift was from Dr.  

Donald Schenk.   

 

The Mennonite Educators Conference 

(MEC) 

Every two years, our teaching staff has an  

“So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already doing.”  

1 Thessalonians 5:11.  
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Giving Comes in Many Shapes and Sizes 
by Vernetta Waltner 

 

Freeman Academy depends on gifts and donations to provide a quality, Christ-

centered education for children. Some folks provide financial gifts, while others give 

of their time or resources. We receive financial gifts ranging from $5.00 to $50,000. 

Within the past few years, Freeman Academy has acquired two new ways for folks 

to give without sending us a check, and one of them can directly assist a family with 

tuition costs. 

 
#1: Tuition Reduction Incentive Program, better  known as TRIP or  SCRIP at some 

schools, benefits specific family accounts OR can help contribute funds to the FA financial 

aid fund, which is administered by the school. TRIP is fundraising while you shop for every-

day items such as gas, groceries and prescriptions.  

Participants purchase gift cards for over 800 stores – several Freeman businesses, as well as 

well-known stores such as Hy-Vee, Bed Bath & Beyond, JC Penney, Buffalo Wild Wings 

and more! A rebate is earned on every gift card you purchase at full face value. The busi-

nesses benefit by locking in your loyalty shopping, and Freeman Academy students benefit 

from your goodwill with the rebate money being deposited into a tuition account.  

While those of you who live at a distance are not able to utilize the Freeman stores, there are 

many nationally-known stores which are available as e-cards (printable at home from your 

computer) or accessed through your phone via MyScripWallet.com. This is a handy way to 

access gift cards “on the go.” If you have linked your bank account to the system through 

PrestoPay®, funds are available within minutes and can be redeemed directly from 

your phone! Prestopay cannot be linked to a credit card as these cards charge costly fees that 

would take a portion of earnings away from Freeman Academy. 

 

#2: smile.amazon.com provides an opportunity for  Amazon customers to donate a por -

tion of orders to their favorite non-profit. To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to 

smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or mobile device.  The page au-

tomatically uses the same account as used on Amazon.com. Your  shopping car t, wish 

list, wedding or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same. While the per-

centage isn’t huge, the amount accumulates and helps make a difference. 

We invite you to consider participating in either or both of these opportunities to support 

Freeman Academy as we continue our ministry to provide a Christ-centered education to our 

rural community! Contact Vernetta Waltner at vwaltner@freemanacademy.org or 605-925-

4237, ext. 235 for more information. 

 

 

Pioneer Circle –  A Circle of Support for Freeman Academy 

More than a collection of gifts, the Pioneer Circle is the catalyst for turning individual gener-

osity into collective energy. It is heart-warming to report that our goal of $60,000 for the 

current fiscal year ending on June 30, 2018 has been reached – and then some!   

We praise God for the heartfelt gifts provided by 29 donors in the amount of $67,611.69 as 

of May 9, 2018! This represents how alumni and friends working together can provide op-

portunities for students in Freeman and the surrounding rural community.  

We will continue to enlarge this circle and goal each year and invite any of our friends and 

alumni to consider joining. Feel free to contact Vernetta Waltner at 

vwaltner@freemanacademy.org or 605-925-4237, ext. 235 if you would like to know more. 

 

   

 

Service in Harrisonburg, VA 

Incorporating mulch into  

community gardens  

Chamber Choir at MSC Festival  DC trip visiting the monuments  

Nathan Epp– Head of School 

Teachers at MSC 

Arianna Fink puts together 

a May Day basket 

       Coming Events 

 

Alumni Dinner       June 29 

                 

Alumni Reunion    June 30 

                 

Ribs & More at  the 

Ranch                    June 30 

               

Turner County  

Fair            August 13-16 

                 

Convocation    August 19 

                 

First Day of  

Classes             August 23  

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
mailto:vwaltner@freemanacademy.org
mailto:vwaltner@freemanacademy.org


Special Gifts 
 

Freeman Academy received a 

gift from the estate of Dr. Lon-

nie (FA’58) and Mary (FA’59) 

Waltner. The gift will be divid-

ed 50% to the financial aid en-

dowment fund and 50% to pur-

chase technology and curricu-

lum updates. 

We were also blessed by Dr. 

Donald Schenk, who has estab-

lished a scholarship fund in 

memory of his parents, William 

and Ethel Schenk. William 

graduated from the FJC Dr. 

Normal Course in 1914. Dr. 

Schenk and his wife, Mary K, 

live in Sioux City, IA. 

Lonnie and Mary Waltner 

——————————— 

Leap Forward in Faith 

Donors – 2017 
 

1935 

Alice (Wilbert/Jim) Graber 

1939 

Stella Nusz 

1942 

Virginia Graber 

1943 

Marian Gering 

1945 

Ardis Jantzen 

1947 

Phyllis (Glen) Boese 

Leroy Hofer 

Helen Tieszen 

Naomi Wollmann 

1948 

Cleo Friesen 

1949 

Lucille (Bill) Gering 

Ruby (Don) Waltner 

1991 

Lelyn Saner 

1993 

Tim O. Waltner 

1995 

Will Ortman 

1996 

Anne Waltner 

1998 

Renee Neufeld 

1999 

Brent Brockmueller 

Amber Schrag Javers 

Amy Kaufman 

Kimberly Kliewer 

2001 

Lisa Graber Kauffman 

Alison Neufeld 

Jennifer Wollman 

2006 

Bethany Miller 

2010 

Anonymous 

2011 

Lauren Unruh Penning 

Will Chao 

Kristin Waltner 

2013 

Ben Carlson 

2014 

Meghan Hofer 

 

FA Staff 

Lynnelle & Jay Allison 

Nathan Epp 

Marcia Schrock 

Karen Schultz 

Vernetta Waltner 

Friends & Family 

Anonymous 

Bruce & Meribeth Buhr 

Sam Gingerich 

Harris & Sharon Haar 

Myron & Pat Harms 

Barry & Fern Hieb 

Stewart & Chantel Hofer 

Mary Ann Jost 

Metta Ann Lieb 

Tom & Ruth Neuberger 

Rolf Olson 

Arlene Epp Pearsall 

Brian & Cathy Roesler 

Donald Schenk 

Lavera Schrag 

Jesse & Leann Thomas 

Margery Tonascia 

Elmer & Winifred Wall 

Avery & Eunice Zook 

 

Karen (Simon) Wollman 

1950 

Joe L Graber 

Duane & LaVonne Schrag 

Violet Terveen 

1951 

Merlin Hofer 

Donald Kaufman 

Marles Preheim 

Shirley Waltner 

1952 

Abe Buller 

Arlan & Ellen Ortman 

1953 

Alice Buller 

Ardella Gross 

Alvina (Gordon) Hofer 

1954 

Geraldine Peters 

Levi Goossen 

Gene D. Kaufman 

1955 

Lloyd Huber 

Rodney Unruh 

1956 

Norman & Darlene Hofer 

Joyce Stalheim 

1957 

Vernon P. & Twyla Hofer 

Marlo Ortman 

Rae Karen Kaufman 

1958 

Joyce Adrian 

Winifred Saner 

Erma Unruh 

1959 

Mavis Ortman 

Carol Peters 

Darla Schrag 

1960 

Leron Peters 

Gordon & Sharon Waltner 

Judith Facemire 

1961 

Roger & Sharon Duarte 

JoAnn Becker 

1962 

Mae Nelson 

Gayle Preheim 

Lyle Preheim 

1963 

Burton Kaufman 

Judy Walter 

1964 

Leroy & Janette Epp 

Patricia Gross 

1965 

Shirley Preheim 

1966 

Noreen Gingerich 

LEAP FORWARD 

IN FAITH FOR FA 

– A Testimony of Faith-

fulness! 

 

Our third “giving day” was 

the most successful on rec-

ord! We were blessed by 

our friends and alumni to 

reach $47,000! 

 

We would LOVE to reach 

our $50,000 goal by the 

end of our fiscal year on 

June 30, 2018.  It is not too 

late to join the efforts of 

both small and large gifts 

to help Freeman Academy 

end the year with a bal-

anced budget!  Gifts sent in 

the special “Leaping For-

ward” envelopes, or noted 

in the check memo, will 

still count toward our goal. 

 

Thanks to Freeman  

Businesses! 
Every year, the Freeman 

Business Community 

shares in the support of 

Freeman Academy.   

 

We thank them AND en-

courage all of our constitu-

ents to support their efforts 

by shopping local to keep 

the Freeman Community a 

vibrant place to live, work, 

and play. This year, grades 

1-6 assisted Lynnelle Alli-

son and Vernetta Waltner 

in making May Day bas-

kets as a thank-you to 48 

businesses. 

 

opportunity to go to  

Leesburg, VA for a confer- 

ence that involves all Men- 

nonite schools in the US and  

Puerto Rico.  Our teachers  

appreciate the time to con- 

nect more fully with each  

other and also interact with  

others teaching the same  

subjects.  This was actually  

my first time attending this  

event and I was not disap- 

pointed.  It was very well  

organized and the keynote  

speakers were engaging  

and encouraging.  There was  

also an opportunity for me  

to meet with the other MSC  

administrators.  This time of  

collaboration with our sister  

schools is an essential piece  

of the professional develop- 

ment for our teaching staff. 

 

All of the events in which  

our students participate 

I love attending events that  

involve Freeman Academy  

students: concerts, athletic  

events, the Fall musical, oral  

interpretation, Yuletide – I  

love it all!  Students are  

given many opportunities to  

explore their God-given tal- 

ents and they do it all with  

such grace and poise.  Over  

my years here at FA, I have  

never had an alum come to  

me and say, “I really wish I  

wouldn’t have been so in- 

volved in activities during  

my high school time.”  More  

often it is, “I wish I would  

have worked harder” or “I  

appreciated the variety of  

opportunities I had in such a  

small school. Those oppor- 

tunities really helped shape  

my future interests and abili- 

ties.”  A special thank you  

goes out to all of the teach- 

ers and coaches who spend  

extra time working with our  

students. 

 

Getting into the wide  

variety of classrooms 

 

This year is my 23rd year in  

education.  I really enjoy  

working with students in the  

classroom and in athletics.  I  

will admit that my greatest  

concern in taking this posi 

tion was that I wouldn’t  

have my own classroom any  

more. What I have found is  

that I have a greater oppor 

tunity to be exposed to all of  

the grade levels and all of  

the curricular areas.  I have  

learned so much from the  

teachers and coaches at  

Freeman Academy this year  

and I am very excited about  

what is taking place in our  

classrooms!  

In closing, it was difficult to 

pick just five events that en-

couraged me throughout the 

year. Many of you offered 

prayers and kind words 

which always helped keep 

me positive and grounded.  

It is because of this support 

that Freeman Academy con-

tinues to be a special place 

for our students and staff.  

Thank you to all of our fam-

ilies and constituents for 

your support during the 

2018-2019 school year!  

—————————— 

1967 

Cheryl Lehmann 

Dale Graber 

1968 

Jan Johnson 

Donovan Lehmann 

John Penner 

1970 

Louis Chiu 

Stan Quiring 

1971 

Rudy Brockmueller 

Loel Graber 

Beth McIntyre 

Vernetta Waltner 

Christine Way 

1972 

Charlene Friesen 

Merle Wollman 

1973 

LaVonne Brockmueller 

Jean Detrich 

Rodney Waltner 

1974 

Steve Schmeichel 

1975 

Amy Bellefeuille 

Warren Graber 

Debra Schmeichel 

Ruth Mueller 

Sylvia Hofer 

1976 

Karl Ries 

1977 

LisBeth Graber 

1978 

Bryan Lehmann 

1979 

Kevin Gross 

Jackie Heide 

Nancy Ratzlaff 

Jill Whittington 

1980 

Mark Ortman 

1981 

Sue Higgins 

Gary & Jen Tschetter 

1982 

Craig Miller 

Lori Ortman 

1984 

Cindy (Ries) Moyer 

1986 

Michael Epp 

Mike Miller 

1987 

Michelle Friesen 

1989 

Nathan Epp 

 

 

 

Ribs and MORE at 

the Ranch  
Saturday, June 30, 2018 

Families, students, commu-

nity members and alumni are 

invited to our eleventh annu-

al barbecue fundraiser!  We 

will be serving ribs, chislic, 

Schmeckfest sausage, and 

yummy side dishes to give 

some variety for our guests. 

The barbecue will be held in 

the school boulevard on the 

south end of Main Street.  

Serving will take place from 

4:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

Musical entertainment will 

include “The Family 

Vines” (Elliott Graber and 

crew) along with other com-

munity or alumni groups.  

Come out for an evening of 

food, fellowship and enter-

tainment! 

 

No reservations needed and 

no admission charged. Food 

is sold ala carte. 

Proceeds will go to the Ster-

ling Hall Building Fund.  

Contact Vernetta Waltner at 

vwaltner@freemanacademy.

org or 605-321-7351 for ad-

ditional information.  

—————————— 

The 2018 FJC/FA  

Alumni Reunion  
will be held in conjunction 

with this event. All alumni 

are invited to attend. Clas-

ses whose graduating year 

ended in a “8” or a “3” 

were sent special invita-

tions in the mail. We will 

recognize the class of 1968 

during the barbecue.  

 

 

FJC/FA Alumni  

Dinner  
Friday, June 29, 2018  

 

FJC or FA alumni classes 

celebrating 55 years or 

more since graduating 

have been invited to at-

tend a special dinner at 

the Prairie Arboretum 

Visitor Center on Fri-

day, June 29 at 6:00 p.m. 

If you graduated in ’63, 

’58, ’53, ’48, or ’43, you 

should have received an 

invitation in the mail – 

but if you didn’t, this is 

your invitation to attend! 

Cost is $20 per person 

and can be paid at the 

door. Reservations are 

needed by June 22; con-

tact Vernetta Waltner at 

vwaltner@freemanacade

my.org or 605-925-4237, 

ext. 235. 

—————————— 

Schmeckfest 2018  

Report 
 

The weather was not our 

friend during this year’s 

Schmeckfest dates.  De-

spite the weather compli-

cations, Schmeckfest 

2018 raised $160,000 for 

the operation of Freeman 

Academy!  Area folks 

purchased over 900 

pounds during the week 

immediately following 

Schmeckfest and the rest 

was weighed, packaged 

and frozen. The good 

news is – if you are al-

ready out of sausage OR 

if you didn’t get to 

Schmeckfest this year, 

we will have it available 

for sale during Ribs &  

MORE at the Ranch/

Alumni Reunion on June 

30! 

 

 

THE CHALLENGE OF AFFORDABLE TUITION 

and a  

BALANCED BUDGET 
by Sherilyn Ortman 

 

In a report of recent meetings with his Mennonite Schools Council peers, Head 

of School Nathan Epp shared with our board some common enrollment challenges facing all Men-

nonite institutions. One challenge stems from what today's families look for in a school. According 

to one admissions director, the three most important factors are program, affordability and out-

comes. 

  

Freeman Academy's programs are strong. Our students represent the school well in scholastic, ar-

tistic and athletic arenas. We are excited about the ways that planned curriculum upgrades and in-

creased technology will continue to enhance the learning experiences teachers can offer. And spir-

itual development continues to be an integral part of a Freeman Academy education.  

  

So too our outcomes are impressive. We hold our students and teachers to high expectations, as 

detailed in our “Graduate Profile” and “Characteristics of Professional Excellence” (both available 

at our website). Our graduates leave Freeman Academy well-prepared for their next adventures. 

Even our youngest students exhibit poise and confidence that are often noted by campus guests.  

  

But what of affordability? According to some industry standards, tuition should cover as much as 

85-90% of the cost of education. A loyal and generous constituency has allowed our percentage to 

historically be much lower than that; this has, perhaps, given a false impression of the actual cost of 

educating a student. Even so, many families rely on financial assistance to subsidize tuition costs, 

and many prospective families cite the price of tuition as a primary hindrance to enrollment. 

 

In the past two years, the board has taken these steps to increase financial assistance: 

 We now offer qualifying families free and reduced lunches through the National School Lunch 

Program. 

 We participate in the SD Partners in Education program, which awards need-based tuition as-

sistance to students transferring from public schools. 

We have budgeted additional funds for internal financial aid and, in the past year, these funds have 

been supplemented by a private donor. 

 

We also continue to invest in our programs. Most notably, we've increased teacher salaries to over-

come salary freezes instituted in former, leaner years and to remain competitive in response to 

statewide mandatory pay increases for public school teachers. As a result, 2018-19 will be the sec-

ond consecutive year of a fairly dramatic rise in tuition. 

  

We are aware of the burden this places on parents and prospective parents, many of whom face 

rising costs elsewhere or carry more of their own educational debt than previous generations. Also 

worth mentioning from the MSC administrators' discussion is the absence of faith and values as a 

primary factor when choosing an educational institution; this means that, in the minds of many pro-

spective parents, a faith emphasis alone no longer automatically distinguishes FA as the best 

choice. This reality requires us to be perceptive, innovative and diligent, even as we affirm our core 

mission: to provide “faith-inspired learning for life.”   

  

There are ways for constituents to help. Currently, several of our students are sponsored by friends 

of the school. Some sponsors prefer to remain anonymous, some do not. Which of you might also 

like to offer the gift of tuition assistance? Perhaps someone who settled too far away for your own 

children to attend. Perhaps someone with no children of your own.  Perhaps those of you who live 

nearby and witness firsthand the difference Freeman Academy continues to make in the lives of 

students.  

 

If you would like to learn more about this opportunity, please contact a member of our administra-

tion. Thanks to all of you for the many ways you continue to support our school!   

mailto:vwaltner@freemanacademy.org
mailto:vwaltner@freemanacademy.org
mailto:vwaltner@freemanacademy.org
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